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Use of Catalog 

This catalog is provided for guidance in course selection and program planning. While every effort is made to 
ensure the accuracy of the information in this catalog, in no sense is it to be considered a binding contract, and it 
may be changed by action of appropriate bodies within the university. 

Courses listed in this catalog are subjec
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The Christian Life 

We believe that God has called us to be and to make disciples of Jesus Christ and to be God’s agents of love and 
reconciliation in the world. In keeping with the teaching of Jesus, we work to oppose violence and war, and we 
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Our Heritage 

More than a century ago, early Oregon Quaker pioneers helped settle the rich and fruitful Chehalem Valley of 
Oregon. One of their first priorities, along with the founding of their church, was the education of their 
children. In 1885, the Christian instruction of their offspring was assured with the establishment of Friends 
Pacific Academy. At the same time, founding pioneers were looking ahead with a dream of a college to provide 
more advanced education. That time came Sept. 9, 1891, with the opening of the doors of Pacific College. 
Fifteen students were counted on opening day. 

In the 116 years since George Fox University’s founding, major changes have included the name of the 
university itself. Retitled in 1949 because of the many “Pacific” colleges, the school was named in honor of the 
founder of the Friends Church. The name changed again in July 1996 when George Fox College became George 
Fox University, incorporating Western Evangelical Seminary. 

From only a handful of courses in the 1890s, the university now offers 38 undergraduate majors, and graduate 
programs in psychology, counseling, education, business, ministry, and religion. Over the years, more than 
16,000 students have called this institution their alma mater. 

George Fox has grown rapidly in the last two decades - both in reputation and facilities. U.S. News & World 
Report for 19 years has named George Fox “One of America’s Best Colleges.” In 2005, George Fox ranked in the 
top tier in the category of Best Universities - Master’s, West Region. National recognition also has come from 
the John Templeton Foundation, which selected George Fox as one of 100 in its Honor Roll of Character-
Building Colleges.
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Locations 
George Fox University serves students at a number of locations in the Pacific Northwest, including its 
Portland Center, Salem Center, Boise (Idaho) Center, and teaching sites in other Oregon communities. Its 
residential undergraduate campus is in Newberg, Ore., in the lower Willamette Valley, on an 108-acre tree-
shaded campus in a residential neighborhood. This area offers a variety to meet most interests. Newberg is a 
friendly community close (23 miles) to a major metropolitan environment of 1.9 million people. It is located in 
the beauty of the Pacific Northwest, with nearby mountain ranges for skiing and easy access to rugged coastal 
beaches just an hour away. 

Oregon - 97,060 square miles of variety - stretches from the Pacific Coast, over the Coast Range, through the 
fertile Willamette Valley, past the snowcapped Cascades, and into the high desert country of central and eastern 
Oregon. More than half of the student body call Oregon home. Others come to school in Oregon and decide to 
make it their new home - despite the fabled rain. Yes, there is rain, and sometimes it falls hard in the valley 
between the mountain ranges where George Fox University is located. But it is the rain that makes Oregon 
green and gives it natural beauty. Umbrellas and raincoats do come in handy during the winter months, but 
when the sun comes out, Oregon is spectacular - and it's worth the wait. Just ask the visitors who make tourism 
one of the state's largest industries, along with high technology, forest products, and agriculture. 

Just a half-hour drive from the campus, metropolitan Portland is George Fox's big-city neighbor. In 2000, 
Portland topped Money magazine's list of "Best Places to Live in the U.S." Oregon's largest city, Portland, offers 
its Old Town district, the Tom McCall Waterfront Park, numerous art galleries and museums, a number of 
theatre groups and jazz clubs, and a world-class symphony, ballet, and opera. Other attractions include the 
Oregon Zoo, the Japanese Garden, the International Rose Test Gardens, and the Oregon Museum of Science 
and Industry. Every June the city holds its Rose Festival, with three parades, a coronation, and 25 days of 
festival events. 

For those who love the outdoors, Portland has 9,400 acres of parks, including Mill Ends Park, the smallest in 
the world, and Forest Park, named "Best Urban Park in the U.S." And George Fox students can join in the 
enthusiasm of cheering for the Portland Trail Blazers NBA team, the Portland Winter Hawks WHL ice hockey 
squad, and the Portland Beavers Triple-A minor league baseball team. 

Despite the numerous Portland advantages, many students prefer the small-town flavor of Newberg. Located 
on the Willamette River, Newberg has a population of 20,000, with many residents living in Newberg and 
commuting to Portland for their jobs. Historic downtown Newberg consists of a variety of stores, shops, and 
services. Friendly merchants who appreciate the university's students are just a few blocks south of the campus, 
with most businesses within walking distance. It's a personable town, rich in tradition-former President Herbert 
Hoover once lived here. 

The Newberg-Portland area has a mean daily high temperature in July of 83 degrees and a mean daily low in 
January of 32 degrees. Precipitation averages 37 inches a year, most of which is rain. While Newberg does get 
snow, it is seldom more than a few inches a year and rarely lasts more than a couple of days. 
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Our Values 

Living like Christ as Agents of Love and Reconciliation  

We are a Christ-centered university rooted in the Friends tradition. We take seriously the challenge of Jesus 
Christ to be God’s agents of love and reconciliation in the world. 

Creating a Transformational Learning Community  

We maintain the highest standards for serving our community’s academic and spiritual needs. We will continue 
to attract and nurture an authentic wisdom community of faculty and staff dedicated to providing a dynamic, 
diverse, and holistic spiritual and educational experience.   

Pursuing Scholarly Inquiry  

As a university, we seek to advance knowledge by engaging in and supporting scholarship. Working from 
Christian premises, we attempt to better understand God and God’s creation. Doing so helps us to teach and 
serve others more effectively. 

Engaging Globally and Connecting Culturally  

We value worldwide experiential learning aimed at understanding and improving the human condition. We 
desire to connect genuinely with people from diverse cultures both locally and globally through relationships 
and reciprocal teaching and learning. 

Reflecting the Diversity of God’s People    

All people are created in God’s image. Therefore, George Fox University represents the ethnic, socio-
economic, cultural, and gender diversity of the broader Kingdom of God. We provide opportunities for 
students to dialogue about issues of diversity and to live and study in diverse communities. 

Preparing Innovators and Risk Takers in Pursuit of God’s Kingdom  

Our community inspires and equips students and employees to take responsible risks in pursuit of God’s 
kingdom and to discover creative ways to fulfill Christ’s purposes in our university life and the world around us. 

Serving and Leading in Communities of Trust 

We strive to be a community of trust, camaraderie, and respect where we practice collaborative leadership. We 
value the contributions of students, faculty, staff, administrators, and trustees and find unity through serving 
one another.   

Promoting Peace, Justice, and Care of the Earth 

Jesus Christ calls us to be peacemakers, to serve the poor, and to engage our world responsibly. We are a 
community that actively creates peace, promotes justice, and cares for the earth. 
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Values Statement 

The George Fox University community values...  
Following Christ, the Center of Truth 

Honoring the worth, dignity, and potential of the individual 

Developing the whole person - spirit, mind, and body 

Living and learning in a Christ-centered community 

Pursuing integrity over image 

Achieving academic excellence in the liberal arts 

Preparing every person to serve Christ in the world 

Preserving our Friends (Quaker) heritage 
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